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Mark Your Calendars for 2014….and Don’t Miss Out!
  MISSION 2014 BC WINTER GAMES

SPORT: WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL

                            February 20 – 23, 2014
What are the BC Winter Games?

Since 1978, the BC Games Society has been staging the BC Summer and Winter Games which are two of the largest multi-sport Games in BC and in Canada, bringing together young developing athletes from every region of the province. The purpose of these Games is "To provide an opportunity for the development of athletes, coaches and officials in preparation for higher levels of competition in a multi-sport event which promotes interest and participation in sport and sporting activities, individual achievement and community development." 

These Games give young, developing athletes the opportunity to improve their skills, while learning to deal with the excitement, triumphs and defeats of participating in a major multi-sport event and is a potential stepping stone to the Canada Winter Games. Wheelchair basketball is just one of many sports participating in these Games.
Who organizes the Games?

The BC Games Society works in conjunction with the host community of Mission to arrange the Games.  BC Wheelchair Basketball Society facilitates the tournament organization and preparation of athletes and assists with the selection and registration of coaches, athletes, and officials through zone reps.

Who can participate? 

· Athletes must turn 13 – 23 years of age in 2014 to be eligible to participate (athletes born January 1, 1991 to December 31, 2001). Up to two new or developmental athletes with a disability per zone can be 24 years of age or older if space permits.
· 7 players plus one coach and one manager per zone team - both male and female athletes are eligible. Athlete selections may take place depending on # of interested participants and will be held by November 1, 2013. Teams may be made up of athletes from various zones due to classification and number available.
How much does it cost?

The Games Society pays for and organizes transportation for outer lying zones, accommodation in the school district, all meals, and entertainment all for a registration fee of $150 plus a $20 fee to BCWBS.  Competitors must also be current members of BC Wheelchair Basketball Society.  A small try-out/camp fee may also be charged to each participant leading up to the games.
What does the competition look like? A 4 on 4 competition format will be used for the Games. The hoop height is 10ft and a size 7 ball is used.   A modified rules format and classification system will be used to reflect the 4 on 4 format as a stepping stone from the 3 on 3 game.
How do I get involved?
Contact your zone rep listed below as soon as possible if you are interested in participating, as there is a minimum amount of players needed to form a team for each zone.  BCWBS and your zone rep will organize training and selection camps to confirm.  Please note that it is possible that athletes may be assigned to different zone teams due to classification requirements or lack of numbers in specific zones.
Zone Sport Representatives:

Zone 2: Thompson/Okanagan: BCWBS – tel. (604) 333-3530 or email: info@bcwbs.ca (Local rep to be confirmed)
Zone 3: Fraser Valley: Mitch Kosterman - tel. (604) 834-1734 or email: kostermitch@gmail.com
Zone 4: Fraser River/Delta: Joe Higgins - tel. (604) 940-7719 or email: joehiggins@dccnet.com
Zone 5: Vancouver/Squamish: Makiko Harada – tel. (604) 333-3530 or email: makiko@bcwbs.ca
Zone 6: Vancouver Island/Central Coast: Lindsay Peake - tel. (604) 485-2688 or email: disabilitysportclub@gmail.com
Zone 7/8: Cariboo/North East: Nancy Harris – tel. (250) 967-4665 or email: panycake@pgonline.com    
For more information please contact Makiko Harada at BCWBS or check out our website at www.bcwbs.ca
**Also, check out the BC Games website at www.bcgames.org for more information.

BC Wheelchair Basketball Society   780 SW Marine Drive, Vancouver BC V6P 5Y7
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